
 
 

ACCESSING BRITISH STANDARDS ONLINE (BSOL) 
 

1. Go to our A-Z databases list at  http://isguides.hw.ac.uk/databases: 
 

 
 

2. Click on “B” 
 

3. Click on British Standards Online 
(enter your Heriot-Watt username/password if off-campus) 
OR 
Access the resource directly using the link 
http://ezproxy1.hw.ac.uk:2048/login?url=https://bsol.bsigroup.com/en/BsolHomePage/ 

 
Please note, there is a ‘time out’ with BSOL, therefore, if the service has been idle for a 

while it will log you out and you will have to start again from step 1. 
 

4. On the BSOL website, search for the standard you want using the search box, by number or by keyword, e.g.
 [OHSAS 18001] or [Occupational health and safety management systems]  

 [Eurocode 1] or [BS EN 1991-1-7] or [actions on structures] 
(see screenshot below):  

http://isguides.hw.ac.uk/databases
http://ezproxy1.hw.ac.uk:2048/login?url=https://bsol.bsigroup.com/en/BsolHomePage/


 

 
 
 

5. After clicking ‘Go’ you will get a list of results that match your search terms, e.g.: 
 

 
 

  

Enter search terms here and click 
‘Go’ 



 
You can access anything that says: 

 
You cannot access anything that says: 

 

 
 

6. Click on the Standard you want to download 
 

7. Check the ‘Status’ 
i.e. make sure it is ‘Current’ and not ‘Withdrawn’ and/or ‘Superseded’.   If it is ‘Superseded, Withdrawn’, 
then click on the link for that standard it has been ‘Replaced by’ 
 

8. Click on the ‘Download’ link: 
 

 
 

9. The document will open as a PDF, which you can then save/print. 
 

 
If you have any problems with the above instructions/getting hold of the full-text, please 

contact your Subject Librarian: 
 

http://www.hw.ac.uk/is/librarians.html 
 

Please note, there is sometimes a problem when accessing from work, i.e. work firewalls 
block access.  Please try to access BSOL from home or from University before reporting a 

problem. 

Click here 

http://www.hw.ac.uk/is/librarians.html

