
  

Agnew, C. & Flin, R. (in press). Safety Management: Safety Cul-
ture, Safety Leadership and Non-Technical Skills in Human Fac-
tors and Ergonomics for the Gulf Cooperation Council: Processes, 
Technologies and Practices. Taylor & Francis, Boca Raton, US. 
 
Deshmukh, A., Lohan, K. S., Rajendran, G., & Aylett, R. (2018). 
Social Impact of Recharging Activity in Long-Term HRI and Ver-
bal Strategies to Manage User Expectations During Recharge. 
Frontiers in Robotics and AI, 5(23). doi:10.3389/frobt.2018.00023 
 
Dodds, G. & Grajfoner, D. (2018). Executive Coaching and Na-
tional Culture in the United Arab Emirates: An Interpretative Phe-
nomenological Analysis. International Coaching Psychology Re-
view, 13 (1), 89-105. 
 
Sedda, A., Ambrosini, E., Dirupo, G., Tonin, D., Valsecchi, L., 
Redaelli, T., Spinelli, M., Costantini, M., & Bottini, G. (in 
press). Affordances after spinal cord injury. Journal of Neuropsy-
chology. doi: 10.1111/jnp.12151 
 
Vaportzis, E. & Gow, A. J. (in press). People’s beliefs and expec-
tations about how cognitive skills change with age: Evidence from 
a UK-wide aging survey. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry. 
doi: 10.1016/j.jagp.2018.03.016 

Latest publications 

Our latest publications are 
listed here, but you can 
find a full list via the Heriot-
Watt Research Portal. 

Research Seminars/Events              
- Alan Gow at Pint of Science 
14 May, Moriarty’s Bar                  
Details | Tickets                      
- Mary Stewart at Pint of    
Science 15 May, Moriarty’s 
Details | Tickets 
                                                                                                          
Full Psychology Research 
Seminar details are availa-
ble on Facebook. 

Forthcoming events 

With exams starting in just a few days, we’d like to wish our 

undergraduate and postgraduate students across all three of 

campuses the very best of luck. Remember the advice and 

feedback you’ve had over the semester, make your hard work 

count, and as always, take time to read the question! 

 

While the upcoming exam period is a busy time, it’s good to be 

able to already reflect on a successful 2017-18 session, with 

colleagues and students being nominated for or winning a num-

ber of prizes from the Learning and Teaching Oscars to the 

Student Union awards (be sure to check out the impressive list 

below). We’re very proud of all our nominated colleagues and 

students and a special well done to those who have finished the 

year with an extra prize to take home. 

Good luck and congratulations 

Research in the Department of Psychology, School of Social Sciences, at Heriot-Watt 
University is grouped by three main themes: Cognition, Brain and Behaviour; Lifespan Health 
and Wellbeing; and Work, Society and Environment. Find out more about our research at 
www.psych.hw.ac.uk or follow updates on Twitter @HWPsych. 

Follow our updates on  
Twitter @HWPsych 

April 2018 

In this month’s newsletter, you’ll find the regular updates on our 

activities, from learning and teaching achievements, new grants 

and publications, to the conferences and outreach events we’ve 

been part of. 

To keep up to date with the latest news from the team as it hap-

pens, follow us on Twitter @HWPsych or find us on Facebook. 

Links: Social Sciences | Psychology | Twitter | Facebook 

The newsletter displays best on tablets (PDF attached also). 

Welcome to the latest Psychology newsletter 

Psychology 

School of Social Sciences 

Conferences and outreach 
activities 

Last month, colleagues in Malaysia held a happiness forum to 
look at a business model for happiness at the Putrajaya campus. 
The forum was one of the main highlights of the University’s A 
Happier U initiative - introduced to promote a caring community 
and opportunities that lead to positive emotions and well-being. A 
range of speakers contributed to the day, including our own Ke 
Guek Nee (read more here). 
 
Also at the Malaysia campus, the seminar series concluded with a 
visit from Dr Julia Lam, a forensic psychologist from Singapore, 
who gave a public talk titled “On the Journey of Life, I Chose the 
Psycho Path.” 
 
Although the 2017-18 seminars have now finished, there are a 
number of events of interest over the coming months – from ap-
pearances at Pint of Science (May), two seminars being hosted 
on campus (June), and shows at the Edinburgh Fringe (August). 
Details of all events are listed on Facebook. 
 
Garraffa, M. (2018). Language (non)selective effects in the do-
main of syntax: data from aphasia. Erasmus Teaching mobility 
grant, Ca' Foscari Venice (8h mini-course for Researchers and 
Speech and Language Therapists), 10-12 April. 
 
Gow, A. J. & Vaportzis, E. (2018). What Keeps You Sharp? A UK-
wide survey of beliefs about, and knowledge of, cognitive ageing. 
Poster presentation at Cognitive Reserve - An interdisciplinary 
workshop, Geneva, Switzerland, 19 April. 
 
Grajfoner, D. (2018). Invited Speaker: Human Animal Interactions 
and mental health. Human Animal Interactions Research Semi-
nar, Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh, UK, 15 February. 
 
Parra, M. A. (2018). Mapping cognition along the continuum of 
Alzheimer's Disease: From novel assessments to effective tech-
nology-driven interventions. Genentech US Medical Affairs Na-
tional Medical Meeting (NMM2018), San Diego CA, USA, 20th 
March. 
 
Sobieraj, N., Hoefeijzers, S, Calia, C., Meiyii, L., Aylett, R., & Par-
ra, M. A. (2018). Virtual Reality can Empower People with De-
mentia. TEDx Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh, UK, March. 
 
Hoefeijzers, S, Calia, C., Meiyii, L., Aylett, R., & Parra, M. A. 
(2018). A step towards VR therapy for Alzheimer’s disease. Meet 
the Researcher Showcase, Medical Research Scotland, Glasgow 
& Dundee, UK, March. 
 
Sobieraj, N., Hoefeijzers, S., Calia, C., Gutierrez, M. S., Lim, M., 
Aylett, R. S., & Parra, M. A. (2018). Unveiling the cognitive under-
pinnings of the instrumental activities of daily living across age. 
Early Careers Day, London, UK, March. 
 
Sobieraj, N., Hoefeijzers, S., Calia, C., Gutierrez, M. S., Lim, M., 
Aylett, R. S., & Parra, M. A. (2018). Unveiling the cognitive under-
pinnings of the instrumental activities of daily living across age. 
Alzheimer's Research UK Conference, London, UK, March. 

In the news 

Although the teaching semester is only just over, we were delight-
ed to hear that colleagues in Dubai were shortlisted in the Learn-
ing and Teaching Oscars: Annie Crookes (The Thinkers Award), 
Cakil Agnew (the Guiding Hand Award) and Greg Fantham (The 
Refreshing Award). The Psych Society were also shortlisted as 
Academic Society of the Year. Many congratulations to all those 
nominated and of course to the eventual winners. Speaking of 
which, special congratulations to colleagues across the School of 
Social Sciences, having been named as “Best Department of the 
Year”. 
 
And sticking with winners, the Psychology Society in Edinburgh 
capped off a very busy years by sweeping the board at the Stu-
dent Union Awards. Prizes included Society of the Year and Soci-
ety Slam. Dhanishtha Patel, President of the Society, won Volun-
teer of the Year, Outstanding Contribution, was nominated for the 
Leadership Award, and was awarded a Platinum Volunteer 
Award. Committee members Finn Wort and Eliška Petrásová 
were awarded with Silver Volunteer Awards, with Eliška having 
also been nominated as Newcomer of the Year. You can find out 
more about the society at https://www.facebook.com/
HWPsychSoc/. 
 
The awards and nominations acknowledge a huge amount of 
work over the past and are very well deserved. Well done! 

The Conversation: Time’s up Mister Bond: why new ideas of iden-
tity mean the next 007 should be black, bisexual – or even a 
woman (Thusha Rajendran). Picked up by The Herald, Daily Ex-
press, Daily Star and Scottish Daily Mail. 
 
Heriot-Watt Celebrates Happiness Day 
 
Alyx the Robot appears at Scottish Autism Conference (Peter 
McKenna) 

The team regularly present 
at national and internation-
al conferences and at a 
range of public engage-
ment events. A selection of 
the most recent include: 

Learning and teaching 

Michael Craig hosted his Alzheimer's Society Fellowship pro-
ject monitors at Heriot-Watt in March, along with collaborators 
Michaela Dewar and Mario Parra. The project monitors are volun-
teers who have vast experience of caring for family members/
close friends with dementia. Feedback from the monitors was 
very positive and they were especially impressed with the re-
search facilities within the Psychology department. 
 
Craig, M. Travel grant to attend and present at the International 
Conference on Learning & Memory 2018, Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia, USA. Guarantors of Brain, £1,000, April 2018. 
 
Craig, M. Developing mobile assessment procedures to detect 
memory-related impairments and improvements in Alzheimer’s 
disease: a pilot study. Alzheimer's Society Undergraduate Bursa-
ry, £2,100, June-August 2018 [the grant will support a summer 
research project that will be conducted by a current 3rd Year Psy-
chology student, Elana Bertram; Project collaborators: Michaela 
Dewar and Mario Parra]. 
 
Morgia, F. & Garraffa, M. New speakers moving dialogues: a pro-
ject on communication abilities in Irish and Gaelic speaking young 
adults. Colmcille, Foras na Gaeilge, £16,546, 2018-19. 

Research updates and 
funding 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frobt.2018.00023/full
https://shop.bps.org.uk/publications/publication-by-series/international-coaching-psychology-review/international-coaching-psychology-review-vol-13-no-1-spring-2018.html
https://shop.bps.org.uk/publications/publication-by-series/international-coaching-psychology-review/international-coaching-psychology-review-vol-13-no-1-spring-2018.html
https://shop.bps.org.uk/publications/publication-by-series/international-coaching-psychology-review/international-coaching-psychology-review-vol-13-no-1-spring-2018.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jnp.12151
http://www.ajgponline.org/article/S1064-7481(18)30276-8/fulltext
https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/organisations/psychology/publications/
https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/organisations/psychology/publications/
https://www.facebook.com/events/207358046531988/
https://pintofscience.co.uk/event/from-cognition-to-cells
https://www.facebook.com/events/110753799781252/
https://pintofscience.co.uk/event/individual-traits
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