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Welcome 
to Heriot-Watt

Set in 380 acres of beautiful parkland 
campus on the outskirts of Edinburgh, 
Heriot-Watt is a vibrant, forward-looking 
university offering a high quality learning 
experience and a welcoming and friendly 
environment. With an international 
reputation for innovative education, 
enterprise and pioneering yet practical 
research, we are one of the leading UK 
universities for business and industry. 

We educate the technologists, professionals and 
thinkers of tomorrow, and our graduates are  
highly sought after by employers. Year after year, 
Heriot-Watt achieves superior student satisfaction 
scores in the National Student Survey and recently 
we came top in the UK for student experience. 

The Subject
The ability to communicate across  
different languages is a key advantage  
in our globalised world. Our degrees develop 
highly employable language skills and allow 
you to study Year 3 abroad, immersed in 
Chinese, French, German or Spanish, or on 
a work placement if studying British Sign 
Language. Our applied approach to teaching 
has produced language graduates of the very 
highest quality for over 40 years, earning 
Heriot-Watt a reputation for excellence within 
professional language communities.

Studying at Heriot-Watt
We know practical, applied teaching and 
learning inside-out. It’s what we’ve always 
done. By giving our students a real taste of 
things to come in their careers – they not 
only know what to do, but they also know 
how to do it.Through our engagement with 
business and industry on real issues, real 
projects, and real research our students get 
practical, hands-on real-life experience to 
help them become work-ready graduates.

Follow Us

 /hwu.soss  

 @heriotwatt_soss 

 /heriotwattuni  

 /heriotwattsoss  

 bit.ly\heriot-watt

Our Modern Language 
degrees have the top 
rating for employability  
in Scotland in the 
Guardian University 
Rankings 2019 and the 
second highest level of 
student satisfaction in 
Scotland in the 
National Student 
Survey 2019.

95% of our Applied 
Languages graduates 
are in employment or 
further study six months 
after graduating.
Unistats

95
%
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Department of Languages  
and Intercultural Studies
At Heriot-Watt University, we don’t just teach 
languages, we teach languages for a purpose.  
For over 50 years we have produced graduates with 
the highest professional standards, specialising in 
the areas of interpreting, translation, teaching and 
international business. Our reputation is reflected in 
this year’s university league tables. In the National 
Student Survey 2019 we achieved the second highest 
rating in Scotland for Overall Student Satisfaction 
and in the Guardian University League Tables 2019 
we achieved the highest ranking in Scotland for 
employability from a modern language degree. 

We teach in French, German, Spanish, British Sign 
Language and Chinese and offer a suite of career 
focused degrees which can be tailored to the 
individual skills and interests of each student. Our 
teaching is delivered by globally recognised academics 
and practicing professionals with years of experience. 
Our Edinburgh campus is home to state of the art 
interpreting and translating labs, where students can 
develop their skills to a professional standard. 

Accreditation and Recognition 
Highlighting our professional ethos, we’ve been 
chosen as an official Higher Education Partner for the 
Chartered Institute of Linguists - a professional body 
that maintains the highest standards for practicing 
interpreters and translators. We are also founding 
members of CIUIT, the world’s oldest and most 
prestigious international association of universities 

who train interpreters and translators. As a CIUTI 
member university, our graduates are recognised by 
industry and international organisations such as the 
European Parliament and the United Nations. 

Launching global careers
Studying languages can open up a world of 
possibilities for your career. Our alumni work in every 
corner of the globe, as freelancers or with international 
organisations, NGOs and multinational corporations. 
With small class sizes we build a tight-knit community 
between students and staff and maintain close ties 
with our graduates as they launch their careers. We 
invite graduates back each year to share invaluable 
advice at specialist career events, offering our current 
students excellent networking opportunities.

Global Opportunities 
With 3 main campuses across 3 different continents, 
Heriot-Watt University has a truly global reach. In 2018 
we were named the International University of the 
Year by the Times in recognition of our international 
outlook, and nowhere is this global outlook stronger 
than in the Languages and Intercultural Studies 
Department. We conduct research into cultural issues 
all over the world and this feeds into our teaching of 
global issues and languages. We also give students 
the chance to complete year 3 abroad at partner 
universities in countries where their studied  
languages are spoken.

5TOP

Top 5 reasons to study  
Languages and Intercultural  
Studies at Heriot-Watt

 Ranked 1st in Scotland for 
employability in Modern Languages  
in the Guardian University Rankings 
2019.

 Specialised interpreting and 
translating degrees and unique  
and tailor-made languages 
programmes for business students.

  State-of-the-art interpreting 
laboratories modelled on those  
used at the European Parliament. 

Study Year 3 abroad immersed in your 
chosen language or, for BSL students, 
a work placement in the UK.

 Friendly, caring and supportive 
learning environment contributing  
to the highest level of student 
satisfaction in Scotland in the  
National Student Survey 2018.

Languages and  
Intercultural Studies
www.hw.ac.uk/ug-languages
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Study Abroad 
All of our degree programmes include an integrated 
and compulsory year abroad during level 3 at one of 
our partner universities or potentially teaching English 
in a school abroad if you study Applied Language 
Studies. In Year 3 our BSL programmes include a work 
placement with deaf organisations across the UK.

Programme Structure and Content
The degree of Master of Arts in Scotland refers to 
a four-year undergraduate Honours degree in the 
arts, humanities or social sciences. This is directly 
equivalent to the BA Honours degree offered by 
universities in the rest of the UK.

Our academic year commences in mid-September 
and ends in mid-May. The year is split into two 
semesters. Semester 1 involves 12 weeks of 
teaching and two weeks of assessment followed 
by the winter vacation. Semester 2 commences 
in the second week in January and involves 12 
weeks of teaching followed by the spring vacation. 
Following the spring vacation there are four weeks 
for final assessment. An overview of our Languages 
programmes is shown here and can be used as a guide.
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MA (Hons) Languages Interpreting and Translating (LINT)

 
Options are a free choice from within the relevant subject portfolios. 
Electives are a free choice from across the University portfolio. 
Options Level 4, Semester 2,: Sustainable Development and the Intercultural Context; Applied Linguistics (2); 
Translation and Interpreting Studies; National Perspectives and the EU Context.*

LINT degree: 
LINT is the programme for which we are best known. You will study two languages from French, German,  
Spanish and BSL, and learn in our unrivalled interpreting and translating teaching facilities. We offer intensive 
courses in Year 1 to bring students up to speed in their 2nd language. Year 2 introduces regular classes on 
conference interpreting and Year 3 is spent abroad, immersed in your chosen languages.  

*Level 4 options and degree structure subject to change.

Level Semester 1 Semester 2

1

Introduction to Language and 
Intercultural Studies Introduction to European History and Culture

Language 1: Intermediate (1) Language 1: Intermediate (2)

Language 2: Intermediate or  
Language 2: Intensive Beginners (1)

Language 2: Intermediate or Language 2: 
Intensive Beginners (2)

Elective unless doing Language 2: 
Intensive Beginners (1)

Elective unless doing Language 2:  
Intensive Beginners (2)

2

Societies & Institutions in 
Contemporary Europe General Linguistics 

Language 1: Advanced (1) Language 1: Advanced (2)

Language 2: Advanced (1) Language 2: Advanced (2) 

Elective unless doing BSL  
as Language 1 or 2 Elective unless doing BSL a Language 1 or 2

3
Students complete two study placements at partner universities in countries  

where their studied languages are spoken. The BSL placement is  
work-based and in the UK.

4

Dissertation (1) Dissertation (2)

Translation and Language  
Proficiency (1) Translation and Language Proficiency (2)

Advanced Interpreting Skills (1) Advanced Interpreting Skills (2)

International Politics and Organisations Option
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Teaching and Assessment
Teaching is delivered through a combination of 
lectures, seminars, tutorials and project work. 
Students have roughly 15 hours contact time each 
week, depending on their choice of courses. 

Course assessment is generally based on either 
coursework or an exam at the end of the semester,  
or a mixture of the two at the end of the semester  
or academic year.

Professional Recognition  
and Exemption
Our BSL programmes are accredited, allowing 
graduates who successfully complete the BSL 
programme to register with both the UK and  
Scottish sign language interpreting bodies,  
NRCPD and SASLI. 

We are one of only four UK members recognised 
by CIUTI (International Permanent Conference of 
University Institutes of Translators and Interpreters).  
We are also a member of ITI, the Institute of 
Translation & Interpreting, the UK professional 
association of interpreters and translators.

MA (Hons) Applied Languages and Translating (ALT)

 
 
Options are a free choice from within the relevant subject portfolios. 
Electives are a free choice from across the University portfolio.

ALT degree: 
On ALT you will acquire language and communication skills in two languages from a choice of French, German, 
Spanish. We offer intensive courses in Year 1 to bring students up to speed in their 2nd language. Year 3 is spent 
studying abroad in a country where your languages are spoken. The degree  
also includes specialist courses in translation and the use of CAT tools. 

Level Semester 1 Semester 2

1

Introduction to Language and 
Intercultural Studies Introduction to European History and Culture

Language 1: Intermediate (1) Language 1: Intermediate (2)

Language 2: Intermediate (1) or 
Language 2: Intensive Beginners (1)

Language 2: Intermediate (2) or Language 2: 
Intensive Beginners (2)

Elective unless taking Language 2: 
Intensive Beginners (1)

Elective unless taking Language 2: Intensive 
Beginners (2) 

2

Societies & Institutions in 
Contemporary Europe General Linguistics 

Language 1: Advanced (1) Language 1: Advanced (2)

Language 2: Advanced (1) Language 2: Advanced (2)

Elective Elective 

3 Students complete two study placements at partner universities in countries  
where their studied languages are spoken.

4

Dissertation (1) Dissertation (2)

Translation and Language Proficiency 
(1) Translation and Language Proficiency (2)

International Politics and Organisations Option

Option Option
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Sara Martinez 
Calvo
MA (Hons) International 
Business Management  
and Languages
Campaign Co-ordinator  
with WAVE Trust 

It didn’t take me long to find myself stuck  
on Heriot-Watt University. A trip with school  
during sixth year had left its mark on me – 
I had witnessed the final year Languages students  
interpret for the annual multilingual debate and  
quite simply got that inexplicable ‘good feeling’  
about the place. I was already very aware  
of Heriot-Watt’s outstanding reputation and  
particular excellence in modern languages.

My decision to study International Business 
Management and Languages has opened up  
so many doors since my first day on campus. 
Languages and Intercultural Studies at Heriot-Watt  
is bursting with passionate and energetic staff  
and there is a real feeling of enthusiasm for the 
course. Their passion and energy are infectious –  
vital when the pressure is on at exam time. 

Apart from the opportunity to be taught by teachers 
who are native speakers and the diversity of  
subjects on offer, the compulsory third year abroad  
on an Erasmus exchange is undoubtedly one of  
the degree’s biggest selling points and, for me 
personally, supported my love for travel and my  
ardent desire to obtain an MA degree.

Spending third year  
abroad is a great  
opportunity to improve  
cultural awareness  
and linguistic ability.

Joel Kruithof, MA (Hons) Languages  
(Interpreting and Translating) 
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Entry Requirements
As all of our Languages programmes include a 
compulsory integrated year abroad or work placement 
at level 3, the normal entry route for ALL students  
is to level 1 of our four-year Honours programme:

Level 1 entry

SQA Higher: AAAB (A in language(s)  
to be studied, not applicable to BSL or  
other languages studied from scratch)

GCE A-Level: BBB (B in language(s)  
to be studied, not applicable to BSL or  
other languages studied from scratch)

For further details of entry requirements for all 
Languages programmes, please visit our online 
prospectus at www.undergraduate.hw.ac.uk/ 
sml/languages 

Other qualifications are welcomed.  
For details of entry requirements by country, visit 
www.hw.ac.uk/student-life/international/
study-in-the-uk/your-country.htm

How We Make Offers
Applicants are generally expected to possess  
relevant academic qualifications with suitable  
grades as well as the personal and social  
skills necessary to perform well at university.

We use three main sources of information  
to help us decide whether or not to offer  
applicants a place on a degree programme:

MA (Hons) British Sign Language (BSL) 
(Interpreting, Translating & Applied Language Studies) 

Options are a free choice from within the relevant subject portfolios. 
Electives are a free choice from across the University portfolio. 
Options Level 4, Semester 2: Sustainable Development and the Intercultural Context;  
Applied Linguistics (2); Translation and Interpreting Studies*

BSL degree: 
Our British Sign Language (BSL) degree trains students to work as BSL/English interpreters. This is the first full-
time BSL degree in Scotland. It allows graduates to apply for registration with the UK registration body for sign 
language interpreting, NRCPD, and the Scottish Association of Sign Language Interpreters, SASLI. It focuses on 
practical and applied language skills, interpreting and deaf studies. Students undertake full-time placements with 
organisations in the UK signing community in Year 3.

*Level 4 options and degree structure subject to change.

Level Semester 1 Semester 2

1

Introduction to Language and 
Intercultural Studies Introduction to Deaf History and Culture

BSL Intensive Beginners 1 (30 credits) BSL Intensive Beginners 2 (30 credits)

Elective Elective 

2

BSL Advanced 1 BSL Advanced 2 

Deaf People in Society  
and Comparative Studies General Linguistics

Sign Linguistics Working with Deaf Communities

British Sign Language Interpreting  
and Translating 1

British Sign Language Interpreting  
and Translating 2

3 Work based BSL placement

4

Dissertation 1 Dissertation 2

BSL Proficiency 1 BSL Proficiency 2

International and National  
Deaf Political Studies Interpreting Placement and Conference

Community and Conference 
Interpreting Option

http://www.undergraduate.hw.ac.uk/sml/languages%20
http://www.undergraduate.hw.ac.uk/sml/languages%20
http://www.hw.ac.uk/student-life/international/study-in-the-uk/your-country.htm
http://www.hw.ac.uk/student-life/international/study-in-the-uk/your-country.htm
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1  Academic Qualifications

All applicants must have a minimum of GCSE/
Standard Grade/Intermediate 2/National 5 English 
PLUS Scottish Highers AAAB (including A in the 
language(s) to be studied) or GCE A-Levels BBB 
(including B in the language(s) to be studied).  
For our Interpreting and Translating and Applied 
Languages and Translating programmes, applicants 
with only one language at Higher/A-Level will be  
able to take the second language from beginner  
level and follow an accelerated intensive language 
course. The second language can also be taken  
from post-Standard Grade/GCSE level.

Native speakers of French/German/Spanish may  
apply to study a LINT or ALT programme which 
includes study of their own language, but a slightly 
different pathway will be suggested so that they  
make the most of their studies.

We are unable to consider native speakers for  
IBML or Applied Language studies unless the  
chosen language is not your first language.

Applicants with no formal language qualifications  
may apply to IBML with Chinese.

We accept Higher qualifications that are achieved  
over two sittings. We are happy to consider a wide 
range of other qualifications such as HNC/HND, 
International Baccalaureate and Access Courses.

We do not include A-Level General Studies within  
our offers and we do not make offers based on  
AS Levels. Offers will be made for A2 Level only.

Whilst we normally consider a wide range of subjects 
as appropriate for entry to our programmes, we 
sometimes make offers requesting specific grades  
in specific subjects in order to ensure that you have 
the background knowledge and ability to cope with  
the demands of the chosen degree programme.

MA (Hons) Applied Language Studies (ALS)

Options are a free choice from within the relevant subject portfolios. 
Electives are a free choice from across the University portfolio.

Applied Language Studies degree: 
This is our most flexible language degree. It allows students to specialise in one main language whilst delving 
deeper into other subjects through electives and options in Year 1 and Year 2. Year 3 is spent abroad at  
a partner university or teaching English in a country where the chosen language is spoken. Honours year lets  
you focus on your core language whilst refining your professional profile through specialist optional courses.

Level Semester 1 Semester 2

1

Introduction to Language and 
Intercultural Studies

Introduction to French, German or Spanish 
History and Culture

French or German or Spanish 
(Intermediate) French or German or Spanish (Intermediate)

Elective Elective 

Elective Elective 

2

French,German or Spanish Society & 
Comparative Studies General Linguistics 

French or German or Spanish 
(Advanced)

French or German or Spanish Language 
(Advanced)

Option Option

Option Option

3 Students complete two study placements at partner universities or teaching English  
in countries where their studied languages are spoken.

4

Dissertation 1 Dissertation 2

Applied Language Studies 1 or 
Interpreting and Translation Skills 1

Applied Language Studies 2 or Interpreting  
and Translation Skills 2

International Politics and Organisations Option

Option Option
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Applicants often ask if we accept certain subjects,  
for example, Drama or Photography. We do not have 
a list of approved subjects but the more academic  
the subjects and the more the subjects are aligned  
to your chosen course of study, the more likely you  
will be to receive an offer of a place.

For some degree programmes, demand for places 
is significantly higher than the number of places 
available. Even applicants who meet the minimum 
academic requirements are not always guaranteed  
to receive an offer.

2  Teacher/Tutor Reference

In making our decision we will take into account 
your reference as well as your actual or expected 
examination grades.

3  Personal Statement

We want you to create a positive impression  
and demonstrate your enthusiasm and  
suitability for a Languages degree. We want  
applicants to demonstrate the following:

 Knowledge and understanding of the subject

 Motivation for studying languages

 Evidence of commitment, motivation  
and ability to cope with academic content  
and the challenges of university life

 Development of study skills

 Independence of thought and working

 Skills derived from non-academic  
extra-curricular activities such as engagement  
in sport, the arts, voluntary work or travel.

Please make sure your statement is all your  
own work. All applications are put through  
similarity detection tests, which identify statements  
that have been copied from another source.  
Do not be tempted to copy another person’s 
application materials or download your personal 
statement from a website. This could result  
in your application being unsuccessful.

MA (Hons) International Business Management and Languages (IBML)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Same language must be taken in both semesters. 
Options are a free choice from within the relevant subject portfolios. 
Electives are a free choice from across the University portfolio.

IBML degree:
IBML is taught for Chinese, French, German and Spanish and combines core business management subjects with 
specialist language courses that have a strong business focus. You will learn about different business cultures 
and apply your language to specific business tasks. Year 3 is spent abroad at a business school or university 
studying in your chosen language. Year 4 lets you refine your professional profile with a wide range of business 
management subjects and courses in applied language skills for business.

Level Semester 1 Semester 2

1

Management in a Global Context Enterprise and its Business Environment

Introduction to Accounting or 
Introductory Economics

Introduction to Finance or  
The Economy

Language*: Intermediate (1) or  
Chinese: Intensive Beginners (1)

Language*: Intermediate (2) or  
Chinese: Intensive Beginners (2)

Elective unless studying Chinese: 
Intensive Beginners (1)

Elective unless studying Chinese:  
Intensive Beginners (2)

2

Fundamentals of Marketing Operations Management

Human Resource Management Option

Language* Advanced for Business 1 Language* Advanced for Business 2

Option / Elective Option / Elective 

3 Students spend Year 3 abroad, studying business subjects at partner institution in a 
country where studied languages is spoken.

4

Dissertation 1 Dissertation 2

Language* Proficiency for Business 1 Language* Proficiency for Business 2

International Business Business Management Option

Business Management Option Business Management Option
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Graduate Destinations
A Languages degree can open the door to a wide 
range of rewarding and internationally focused 
careers. As effective and confident communicators 
with experience in academic research, Languages 
graduates possess an enviable mix of skills and 
abilities in great demand by employers across the UK, 
Europe and the world.

Our Languages graduates have gone on to 
successful careers in the public and private sectors 
as business executives, interpreters, journalists, 
lecturers, reporters, teachers, translators and even TV 
presenters.

Some of our recent graduates are now working for the 
following organisations:

Freelance Interpreters and Translators 

Staff Interpreter | European Union

Staff Translator | European Union

Interpreter | The United Nations and Legislative 
Assembly of Ontario 

Translator | Wohanka, Obermaier & Kollegen 

Peacekeeping Intern | United Nations 

MFL Teacher | Teach First 

TEFL Teacher | British Council 

Gender-Based Violence Program Officer |  
American Refugee Committee 

European Technical Advisor | Sage Pay 

Project Manager | The Translation People 

Business Development Executive | Eurowines 

Marketing Manager | Iain Burnett Highland Chocolatier 

Project Co-ordinator | Scottish European  
Educational Trust 

Business Analyst | Sykes

www.hw.ac.uk/ug-languages

Gregor Millar
Year 4, MA (Hons) 
Interpreting and 
Translating

I wanted to study Languages within a practical 
context and this degree allowed me to study both 
languages and cultures and put my skills into practice. 
Throughout my studies, I became aware of how 
interesting and rewarding interpreting can be, to 
facilitate communication between different parties in 
a multicultural environment. The facilities on campus 
are exceptional and because the university offers dual 
language degrees we get two Erasmus placements!

Within the languages department all of the teaching 
staff are of the highest standard, with so much 
experience and knowledge. They have all shaped 
my experience here and without them it wouldn’t 
be possible for me to have advanced in the way I 
have. The personal tutor system is really helpful, we 
are allocated a personal tutor who is a member of 
academic staff. They are able to help us and advise 
us with whatever issues we may have. We are 
encouraged to meet with them regularly.

There are always social events to take part in, such as 
the Multilingual Film Club and the Languages Society 
which organises events most weeks. Furthermore, 
Edinburgh is an excellent city for students. As the 
capital of Scotland, there is always something going 
on and there are loads of student friendly events, bars 
and clubs.



For More Information 
Key Contact: Undergraduate Admissions Team  
T: 0131 451 3376  E: studywithus@hw.ac.uk 

www.hw.ac.uk/ug-languages

This leaflet is available in alternative formats upon request. 
Please contact the Education Liaison Service for further details.

T: 0131 451 3451  F: 0131 451 3630  E: edu.liaison@hw.ac.uk

Heriot-Watt University is a charity registered in Scotland, SC000278.

www.hw.ac.uk


