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The Athena SWAN (Scientific Women's Academic Network) Charter was established in 2005 with the 
aim of “Encouraging and recognising commitment to advancing gender equality” within STEM subjects, 
i.e., science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The Athena SWAN agenda has grown overtime 
to promote equality in general. Scan the QR code opposite for more background about Athena SWAN 
at Heriot-Watt, including guidance and resources.  

1. Our Prize-Winning Team! – MACS Computer Science in Edinburgh 
 

 

  
 THE EVENT: Lloyds Banking Group's Two-Day Game Jam held at the Ada Scotland Festival, which It 

took place 2nd–3rd October 2025 at CodeBase in Edinburgh. 
 MACS TEAM: Alona Nezhenska, Precious Onuora, Emma Parfinowska, and Catherine McCorkindale  
 The competition was open to students from the Edinburgh universities.  
 THE TASK: teams were tasked to come up with a gamified solution to help bridge the financial literacy 

gap between men and women, i.e., according to Lloyds, men are more likely than women to discuss 
their finances with people in their network. Our winning idea centred around encouraging women to 
do exactly that, start talking to the people around them about their finances. 

 PRIZE: 6-month mentorship programme, during which the winning game was developed & launched!  
 Try the game via https://www.powerup.scottishwidows.co.uk/drive-to-thrive (or via QR code below). 
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2. Workshop Invitation: Online Assessment in University STEM Education in Scotland with STACK 
 

We are pleased to invite you to a full-day workshop on Online Assessment in University STEM 
Education in Scotland with STACK, hosted by Heriot-Watt University and the Maxwell Institute. 
The day combines a morning strategic session (Edinburgh and Heriot-Watt only) with a national 
afternoon workshop open to colleagues across Scotland. You are warmly invited to join us for 
the whole day or for the afternoon public event. 
 

Event Details: Thursday 30 April 2026, 10:00-16:30 
Location: Earl Mountbatten Building, School of Mathematical and Computer Sciences, Riccarton 
Campus, Heriot-Watt University 
 
 

 
 

Registration: 

To register, please complete the following form: 
             

      Registration Form – Fill in form 

 

About STACK: 
 

STACK is a powerful open-source system for 
computer-aided assessment in mathematics and 
related disciplines. It enables algebraically 
intelligent marking, meaningful feedback, and 
scalable high-quality assessment. 
 

Recent developments include extensive question 
banks and new tools for collaborative question-
writing, creating significant opportunities for 
collaboration in assessment design and curriculum 
development. 
 

More information:  

         https://stack-assessment.org/ 

 
We hope this workshop will strengthen collaboration around mathematics and STEM assessment 
across Scotland, and we would be delighted if you could join us for what promises to be an engaging 
and forward-looking day. 
Organized by: 

Chris Sangwin (C.J.Sangwin@ed.ac.uk) 
Pamela Docherty (p.docherty@hw.ac.uk) 

 
Technology-Enhanced Mathematical Sciences Education (TEMSE) group, The Maxwell Institute 
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3. EDI for Managers Training on the Edinburgh Campus 
 
 

Equality Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) for Managers Training 
 
When: 30 April 2026, 10:30—12:15 (BST) 
 
Where: In-person – venue TBC 
 
What you'll learn: Gain an understanding of,  

• equality, diversity and inclusion matters specific to line managers,  
• focusing on Scottish & UK Equality law, bias, discrimination, bullying, harassment, hate 

crime, human rights, and peer pressure.  
 
Register via:   https://tinyurl.com/HWU-EDI-Training  
 

 

Equality 
Diversity 
Inclusion 

 
 

4. Calling for Heroes! 

Please send your suggestions to athena-macs@hw.ac.uk and help celebrate diversity in Computing 
and/or Mathematics via the ‘Big Display Screens’ within MACS (Edinburgh). Alternatively, if you know of 
a video clip (with subtitles) that celebrates diversity in Computing and/or Mathematics then we would 
also be keen to hear from you.  
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5. Ada Lovelace Day 2026 – Event Ideas and Volunteers Needed!  
 

 

Ada Lovelace Day takes place on the second Tuesday of 
October – although generally events are organized around 
this date. Last year Dubai held a PechaKucha focused 
event while in Edinburgh we hosted an Open Lunchtime 
lecture by Verena Rieser (Google DeepMind). 
 
We are now looking for ideas and volunteers – from all 
MACS staff and students across all our Departments and 
Campuses – to be part of an organizing team for the 
MACS 2026 Ada Lovelace Day (ALD’26).  
 
If you are interested in getting involved and/or have a 
great idea for an event, then please do get in touch by 
the end of March, i.e., contact us via: 
 

athena-macs@hw.ac.uk 

 
 

 

 
 

And finally … 
 

This is the last issue of the Athena SWAN Newsletter for academic year 2025-26. If you have an event 
or an initiative starting in the next academic year (2026-27) that relates to Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion (EDI), then please feel free to send an advert to be included in our September – Welcome 
Week – Issue of the Athena SWAN Newsletter! 
 
 

Have a Restful Summer! 
 

*** 
 

If you have suggestions or questions related to Athena SWAN, or an event that you would like to advertise, then please 
send them to us via athena-macs@hw.ac.uk. In addition, if you would like to be part of the MACS Athena SWAN Team 
(a.k.a. the Self-Assessment Team (SAT)) then please do get in touch. 
 

 

 
 

Audrey Repetti and Andrew Ireland  
(MACS Athena Swan Coordinators)  
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