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The Athena SWAN (Scientific Women's Academic Network) Charter was established in 
2005 with the aim of “Encouraging and recognising commitment to advancing gender 
equality” within STEM subjects, i.e., science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 
The Athena SWAN agenda has grown overtime to promote equality in general. Scan the 
QR code opposite for more background about Athena SWAN at Heriot-Watt, including 
guidance and resources.  
 

1. International Women’s Day 2024 – A STEM Inclusivity Network Event (Edinburgh Campus) 
                

#InspireInclusion at HWU:  
An International Women's Day event & lunch 

 
Celebrate International Women's Day with the 
STEM Inclusivity Network! Join us for an invited 
talk by Simon Chandler-Wilde (EDI Dean, University 
of Reading) and a panel discussion with 
representatives from across Heriot-Watt University 
community. We'll explore how the programs and 
strategies of the university (including the Students 
Union, Human Resources, Learning & Teaching, 
Public Engagement, Access & Inclusion, and 
Research) contribute to inspiring inclusion, and 
where we can do better. Let's champion inclusivity 
and unity together on this special day!  

 

 

 
 

2. International Women’s Day 2024 – A MACS Dubai Campus Event 
 

 

Michelle Zatlyn, the Co-founder, President, and Chief 
Operating Officer of cybersecurity firm Cloudflare Inc will 
give a talk in Dubai entitled: 

"Building a better Internet for Everyone" 
 

Date:    Friday 8 March  
Time:    9.30am - 11.00 am (GST) 
Venue: Room 2.09/2.14. (Dubai campus)   
 

                            Michelle Zatlyn 
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3. International Women’s Day across the Heriot-Watt Campuses 
 

For information of other International Women’s Day events that are taking place 
across the Heriot-Watt campuses checkout the QR Code opposite or the link below: 
 
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/services/equality-diversity/athena-
swan/international-womens-day.htm 

 
 
4. Calling for Heroes! 

 
Please send your suggestions to athena-macs@hw.ac.uk and help celebrate diversity in Computing 
and/or Mathematics via the ‘Big Display Screens’ within MACS (Edinburgh). Alternatively, if you know of 
a video clip (with subtitles) that celebrates diversity in Computing and/or Mathematics then we would 
also be keen to hear from you.  
 

5. Ada Lovelace Day 2024 
 

Ada Lovelace Day takes place on the second Tuesday of October – 
although generally events are organized around this date. Last year 
we run a very successful lunch and quiz in the National Robotarium.  
 
We are now looking for ideas and volunteers – from all MACS staff 
and students across all our Departments and Campuses – to be 
part of an organizing team for the MACS 2024 Ada Lovelace Day 
(ALD’24).  
 
If you are interested in getting involved and/or have a great idea 
for an event, then please get in touch by the end of March, i.e., 
contact us via: 
 

 athena-macs@hw.ac.uk 
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6. Women in Data Science 2024 (WiDS) 

 

 
 

www.widsworldwide.org 
 

 

 

Women in 
Data Science 

2024 
 

 

 
 

 

Dubai perspective: 

Heriot-Watt Dubai will host the fifth edition of 
the regional Women in Data Science (WiDS) 
UAE 2024.  

It is free to attend and aims to inspire and 
educate data scientists and to support women 
in the field, providing a platform for networking. 
It is an independent technical day open to 
anyone interested in Data Science, AI and 
Machine Learning. On the day, female speakers 
will either give a talk or contribute as a panellist 
on a current relevant technical theme or 
careers. Female researchers and students are 
welcome to present their work.   

 
Date: Saturday 25 May 2024  
Time: 10.00am to 4.30pm (GST) 
Location: On-site at Heriot-Watt Dubai in 
Knowledge Presenters must attend on campus 
and the talks will be streamed for an online 
audience. Male attendees are welcome, the 
female restriction is only for speakers.  
 

 
Edinburgh perspective:  
 

Are you interested in data science and want to 
learn from and connect with experts and peers 
in the field? If yes, then you should join 
Edinburgh Regional Women in Data Science 
(WiDS) 2024.  
 
The event will include two amazing keynote 
speakers along with a workshop focused on 
entrepreneurial aspects of data science. You 
will also be able to contribute to a panel 
discussion on “Exploring Opportunities and 
Risks of Generative AI in Education”. 
 
 
 
Date: Wednesday 27 March 2024 
Time: 9.30am to 5.00pm (GMT) 
Location: DB 113 (TBC) 
 
Register now using this link: 
https://forms.gle/MmiybgJmRA1wRBvt8  
Please note that registration is required and 
closes on 18 March 2024.  
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7. MACS Athena SWAN Summer Undergraduate Bursary Scheme                       
 
 

 

The aim of the MACS Athena-SWAN Summer Undergraduate Bursary Scheme is 
to improve gender equality across our three disciplines, and more broadly address 
diversity, equality and inclusion (EDI) issues. Any project that funds a student from an 
under-represented group meets this criteria. Likewise, a project topic that directly 
addresses EDI issues also meets this criteria. The School will provide up to four £1000 
bursaries to MACS students over the summer of 2024. Project ideas can come from 
students and/or academic staff from across the School. A project proposal, however, must 

 

be submitted by an academic member of staff that is willing to act as the project supervisor. Staff can access 
the application form via the following link (it is also available within the January issue of the Newsletter): 
 

https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/schools/mathematical-computer-sciences/about/athena-swan.htm#bursaries 
 

Note that the bursaries are not large. By way of guidance, £1000 is roughly equivalent to what the university 
would pay a Student Ambassador for 100-hours of their time. The duration of a project is therefore relatively 
flexible, e.g., it could be condensed into a few weeks or spread out across the summer months. You will find 
guidance and the application form below.  Applications should be sent to athena-macs@hw.ac.uk by NOON 
on Friday 5 April 2024.  
 
 
8. Nominations for Honorary Degrees  
 

The award recognizes academic as well as wider societal contributions. Part of our MACS Athena SWAN Action 
Plan is to increase the number of MACS female honorary graduates. Anyone can propose an individual for an 
honorary degree; simply complete the nomination form on the University web page – see QR Code below. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
*** 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have suggestions or questions related to Athena SWAN, or an event that you would like to advertise, 
then please send them to us via athena-macs@hw.ac.uk. In addition, if you would like to be part of the MACS 
Athena SWAN Team (a.k.a. the Self-Assessment Team (SAT)) then please do get in touch. 
 

 

 
 

Audrey Repetti and Andrew Ireland 
(MACS Athena Swan Coordinators) 
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